
Method Simple Effective Durable 

CowBuddy
®

Yes Yes Yes 

Cattle Rubs Yes No, all cattle do not share the 

same enthusiasm for the cattle 

rub.  Furthermore, variation in 

animal height is not well 

addressed. 

No, the fabric of the cattle 

rub will deteriorate and  

periodically require the 

replacement of the unit. 

Ear Tags No, ear tags must be 

frequently  replaced, exposing 

the animal to stress and 

exposure to infection. 

No, with the low concentration 

level of the ear tag, flies soon 

become resistant to the 

insecticide. 

No, the product is used once 

before it must be manually 

extracted and discarded. 

Dust Bags Yes No, moisture may cause the 

dust to solidify and become 

ineffective.  Again, variation in 

animal height is not well 

addressed.

No, the dust bags soon 

deteriorate.

Insecticide Mineral 

Supplements

Yes No, flies easily travel several 

miles from one farm to another.

Not applicable

Manual Application No, manual application 

requires frequent labor costs 

and stress on the animals.

Yes Not applicable

Compare the Fly Control Methods
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